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From the Chair 
By Kristen Goodrich, MOSAF Chair 

 

As I write this newsletter for the last time as your MOSAF Chair, I can’t help but think of 

all the great opportunities I’ve been afforded while leading the other members of 

MOSAF in this great state we call Missouri! I am truly appreciative for all the people I 

have met, both in state through MOSAF and through the committees I’ve sat on as 

Chair, and also the people I have gotten to meet at the National SAF Convention. These 

conservation-minded people are what make this profession so amazing. Whether it is a 

state land manager, a federal forester, a private industry procurement forester, a GIS 

specialist, a tribal land forester, a drone pilot, a firefighter, a consulting forester, a 

president of a timber company, a logger, a sawmill owner, and the list goes on, forestry 

as a profession is as diverse and vast as the lands we manage in all corners of the 

world! This never hit home like it did when I attended the National SAF Conference and 

talked to so many amazing people doing so many different things under the umbrella of 

forestry. I want to give a shout out to our younger foresters and encourage them early in 

their careers to become involved in professional groups and organizations and stretch 

your knowledge to learn about all of the amazing career opportunities forestry offers! 

The sky is truly the limit these days and being a member of SAF is a great way to get 

your feet wet! 

  

Attending this year’s conference in Hartford, Connecticut, was an honor and a special 

time since we got to celebrate 125 years of our professional Society! SAF was founded 

on November 30,1900 by Gifford Pinchot to advance the science, education, technology 

and practice of forestry which still rings relevant 125 years later. To think that SAF and 

the forestry profession have lasted and been relevant for an entire 125 years is just 

short of amazing. I am confident it will last another 125 years with the amazing 

leadership and forward thinking that the past, present, and future leaders contribute to 

the profession. 
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While attending the National SAF 

Conference this year, I was able to go on 

quite a different tour from the normal past 

tours I’ve been on and learned about 

something completely new to me (another 

great reason to be involved with SAF). This 

tour was to American Distilling. Before your 

mouth starts watering, it had nothing to do 

with white oak influenced brown booze! 

Since the late 1800’s American Distilling 

has been steam distilling chipped witch 

hazel stems to produce extracts formulated 

into many of theworlds most recognized 

cosmetic and OTC pharmaceutical 

products. Here I thought witch hazel was 

just an insignificant, understory shrub but 

when allowed to grow to 20-30’ high and 

hand harvested, it can become a valuable 

resource used in hundreds of products. 

  

This tour, the amazing networking 

opportunities, and a lot of great sessions 

on innovation, policy, resiliency, 

sustainability, climate adaptation and 

forest history are just a few of the sessions 

that made this another amazing 

conference. 
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I would also like to take a minute to share and brag on our very own Dr. Ben Knapp who 

was awarded the 2025 Carl Alwin Schenck Award at the National Convention this year.  

This award recognizes devotion and demonstrates outstanding performance in the field 

of forestry education and all of those who have had the opportunity to work with or be a 

student of Dr. Knapp’s, know his dedication and love for forestry and natural resources. 

More specifically, Dr. Knapp’s outstanding instruction is recognized by students and 

peers alike. His teaching evaluations and peer reviews consistently highlight his ability 

to clearly explain complex silvicultural topics using real-world examples, his enthusiasm 

for the forestry profession, and his commitment to student engagement and 

comprehension of the forestry profession and related careers. Another exceptional 

aspect of Dr. Knapp’s teaching is his use of experiential learning to provide students 

with hands-on experiences that allow them to explore careers in forestry and succeed 

as forestry professionals after graduation. In addition to active instruction, Dr. Knapp 

ensures that students are meeting professional and educational standards by serving as 

lead coordinator for SAF accreditation at University of Missouri and is a huge advocate 

for the recruitment of necessary faculty of the School of Natural Resources. 

Congratulations, Ben! 

As we contemplate the future of forestry in Missouri, I am hopeful and optimistic about 

our new cohort of young foresters. They have the ability to lead the way as the 

profession changes with such things as high-resolution LIDAR, AI applications, drone 

sensory, and the list goes on. As I pass the torch of MOSAF Chair onto the one and 

only, Terry Gordon, and the soon to be elected, Chair Elect, I would like to thank each 

of our members for your support over the past four years. I would also like to invite all 

my fellow foresters to be active in a role with MOSAF, as a committee member or in a 

leadership role, and to encourage other young foresters to become members and get 

involved. Thanks everyone and I hope to see you at future meetings and technical 

sessions! 



 
MOSAF Newsletter  Fall 2025 

 (4)  

 

Time to Submit Nominations for Outstanding Forester and  
Karkhagne Awards! 
It is that time of year again when you get the opportunity  

to recognize your fellow MOSAF members. The Awards  

Committee is soliciting nominations for the Outstanding  

Forester and Karkhagne awards. Information about the  

awards can be found on the MOSAF website:  

https://www.mosaf.net/awards.html. Please send your  

nominations to Jim Barresi our awards committee chair at  

jimbo0408@aol.com. Jim can answer any questions you  

may have about the awards nomination process. We had  

some outstanding award winners in the past several  

years 

 

 

 

 

MOSAF Fall 2025 Meeting and Joint Technical Tour 
 

On October 3 and 4 MOSAF members joined the 

Forest and Woodland Association of Missouri 

(FWAM) for their annual conference. Prior to 

the October 3 tour, Terry Gordon and Crawford 

Electric Cooperative treated the foresters to a 

cookout. It provided the group with time to meet 

and learn a few things that are happening at the 

SAF national level. Everyone was encouraged to 

participate in the SAF Election with an ending 

date in late October.  

 

After lunch, MOSAF joined FWAM at the Smith 

Flooring facility in Mountain View, MO. The plant 

was closed, as always on Friday afternoon, 

allowing everyone to get up close to machinery, 

hear the tour guide’s explanations of the processes, 

and have an enjoyable time. Tours were followed 

by dinner and an award ceremony where Max 

Schmollinger was named the Missouri tree farmer 

of the year. The evening program also included a 

forest health update from MDC’s State Forest 

Health Program Coordinator Robbie Doerhoff.  

https://www.mosaf.net/awards.html
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On Saturday, a guided tour of the Schmollinger 

property showcased the decades of well-planned 

management that Max has accomplished over the 

years. All the foresters who had written plans and 

supervised the work on the property over the past fifty 

years were present. The farm was active as a 

Christmas Tree Farm in the past with open pastures 

and woodlands. Today it is converted into hardwood 

forest, shortleaf pine plantation, and a few remnant 

trees from the Christmas Tree Farm near the 

homesite. 

Max is still actively managing the property and is currently thinning the shortleaf pine stands, 

and hardwood stands to develop mature timber. The goal for the shortleaf is to slowly convert to 

an open hardwood/shortleaf stand. Everyone had a good time, enjoying Max’s stories, walking in 

the woods, and discussing how Max’s successes might transfer to other properties.  

 

University of Missouri Student Chapter Update 
By Sammy Hentrich, MU Student Chapter President 

 

The 2025 fall semester has been off to a great start for the MU Forestry Club!  

Shortly after classes began, two of our officers recruited new members at the annual  

CAFNR Roundup on September 3rd. This event is catered to CAFNR clubs to host  

tables and talk to new students at Mizzou. This sprouted lots of interest and new faces  

for our growing club. Immediately following, on September 5th, we hosted our yearly  

Been Feed bonfire as our first club sponsored event. With the help of some burgers, hot 

dogs, and smores we were able to converse with our new recruits as well as catch up 

with current members late into the night. October 4th brought us the CAFNR Showcase 

at Mizzou’s South farm. This is a community event where we decided to showcase our 

cross-cut saw in action with a demonstration running all afternoon. Alongside this, we 

also had wood off-cut cookies for kids to decorate and take home and some token 

timber sports items like competition axes on display. A camping trip the weekend of 

October 10th-12th made lots of memories and new friends. We hiked at Elephant Rocks 

State Park Saturday morning, then we were off the Johnson’s Shut Ins to swim for the 

afternoon while chili dogs and smores ended the evening as a hearty meal. On Sunday 

October 19th, a group of club members helped the Raptor Rehab program on campus 

by volunteering to manually remove some invasive species from their fence line.  

Closing October is our annual initiation ceremony on the evening of the 24th. We will 

welcome new foresters into the cohort with various activities and light-hearted vetting 

processes. We wish good luck to all! Rounding out our semester will be our yearly 

Christmas tree sale! November 30th, along with December 6th and 7th while supplies 
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last, at Mizzou’s South farm we will be selling Christmas trees and wreaths from 

10:00am-4:00pm for the 70th year. Be sure to check out our Instagram page for more 

details. 

 

We are proud to announce a new addition to the club this year; the Historian 

Committee! This small group of forestry club members is working on processing and 

taking stock of historical articles and items from years past. There are some hidden 

gems to be found for sure! Their first project has been to put together a display for the 

case in the Anheuser-Busch Natural Resources building hallway. 

 

There is no doubt that 2025 has been a fruitful year for the club. Our attendance 

numbers have increased greatly and are foreseen to remain on the rise. Additionally, 

our creative minds have come up with some wonderful ideas both for now and the 

future. The current officer team has done a tremendous job of collaborating with each 

other, and other Mizzou clubs and organizations, as well as pushing the club to be its 

absolute best. MU Forestry Club would like to extend a big thank you to everyone who 

has supported us this year! 

 

Register for MNRC 2026! 
“Innovations in Conservation” 
 

MNRC 2026 is scheduled for February 3-5, 

2026, at Margaritaville in Osage Beach, 

Missouri. The MNRC steering committee 

invites all natural resource professionals to 

not only attend, but to showcase their work 

at the 2026 conference. Come and 

participate, educate, and help grow the 

mission of this conference. Registration is 

open! See you there! 
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(The following article is for you to share with your local paper. Modify as 

appropriate for your locality.) 

Quality Soil = Healthy Trees 

Soil dramatically affects tree health. Soil provides the base for trees to grow on and expand their root 

system. Soil is the source for nearly all the minerals and water trees need to grow. If the soil is unhealthy 

or unsuitable for a particular tree species, the tree will do poorly and/or die early over time. 

In natural woodlands and forests, the trees that are there are usually well adapted to the soil at those 

locations. Where people, including foresters, have selected and planted the trees on a woodland or forest 

site, trees do poorly. This can be due to not taking the soil into account when making the selection. Just 

because a tree will transplant and start growing on a site, does not mean it is well suited for that site. 

Black walnuts are commonly grown on many sites in Missouri, but do best on moist, well drained soil. 

Only on these high-quality sites will black walnut grow quickly, live long, and produce the most nuts and 

highest quality of lumber. 

In communities, the soil is usually highly disturbed. Construction of buildings, roads, utilities, and heavy 

use impacts the soil so much, it is no longer what it originally was. Soil chemical and structural properties 

are so modified, trees that could have grown well in that original soil, no longer do well. Commonly, soil 

space is also limited in community settings. Trees need adequate soil volume to grow to their potential. 

Small cut outs in sidewalks and parking lot islands do not support large shade trees, and usually unhealthy 

for smaller trees. 

Foresters can provide advice and in some cases assistance in analyzing the soil your tree will go in and 

make recommendations to improve the soil and selecting trees more appropriate for the site. 

The Missouri Society of American Foresters (MOSAF) is a State Society of The Society of American 

Foresters (SAF). MOSAF and SAF is a professional society dedicated to sound forest management and 

conservation. 
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